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Sir: 

Applicant herewith encloses copies of the prior art references which have been cited in the 
European Search Report issued for the counterpart European Patent Application which contains 
subject matter equivalent to that of the present application. The references submitted herewith for 
consideration are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. 

A copy of the European Search Report (in English) is herewith provided which indicates the 
degree of relevancy found by the European Patent Office of each reference, so as to comply with the 
requirements of 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(3), according to the Commissioner's Comment 68, 1135 Off. gaz. 
Pat. Office 13,20 (Feb. 4, 1992), and as set forth in MPEP 609 part A(3). 

A copy of the Annex to the European Search Report is also enclosed, which indicates the 
patent family members of the patent documents cited in the Search Report. 

In order to comply with the requirements of 37 CFR § 1.97(c) in the event that a first Office 
Action has been mailed before the present information disclosure statement (IDS) is filed, the 
undersigned herewith states in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(1) that each item of information 
contained in the present IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the present IDS. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Guido MODIANO (Reg. No. 19,928) 
Agent for the Applicant 



Date: May 16, 2002 

Address: Via Meravigli 16, 20123 MILAN-ITALY 
Telephone: (from USA) (01 l)(39)(02)8590-7777 

encL: -Form PTO-1449. 

-Copy of European Search Report. 
-Cited references. 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(REV.7-80) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY. DOCKET No. 

34752/GM/rf/ts 


APPLICATION No. 

09/880,140 


APPLICANT 

Felice VI N ATI et al 


FILING DATE 

June 14, 2001 


GROUP ART UNIT 

2133 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



♦EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




AA 


5 987 611 


11-1999 


FREUND GREGOR 










AB 


5 889 958 


03-1999 


WILLENS STEVEN 










AC 
















AD 










RE 


EC El V EI 




AE 
















AF 
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flAV 2 8 2002 




AG 










Techr 


lology Center 2 




AH 
















AI 
















AJ 
















AK 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



AL 



00 67096 



11-2000 



PCT 



AM 



AN 



AO 



AP 



OTHER PRIOR ART (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AR 



AS 



AT 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not criteria is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant(s). 



